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The Manly Masquerade unravels the complex ways men were defined as men in Renaissance Italy through
readings of a vast array of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century evidence: medical and travel literature;
theology; law; myth; conduct books; and plays, chivalric romances, and novellas by authors including
Machiavelli, Tasso, and Ariosto. Valeria Finucci shows how ideas of masculinity were formed in the midst
of acute anxiety about paternity by highlighting the beliefs—widely held at the time—that conception could
occur without a paternal imprimatur or through a woman’s encounter with an animal, or even that a pregnant
woman’s imagination could erase the father’s "signature" from the fetus. Against these visions of
reproduction gone awry, Finucci looks at how concepts of masculinity were tied to issues of paternity
through social standing, legal matters, and inheritance practices.

Highlighting the fissures running through Italian Renaissance ideas of manliness, Finucci describes how,
alongside pervasive images of the virile, sexually active man, early modern Italian culture recognized the
existence of hermaphrodites and started to experiment with a new kind of sexuality by manufacturing a non-
man: the castrato. Following the creation of castrati, the Church forbade the marriage of all non-procreative
men, and, in this move, Finucci identifies a powerful legitimation of the view that what makes men is not the
possession of male organs or the ability to have sex, but the capability to father. Through analysis, anecdote,
and rich cultural description, The Manly Masquerade exposes the "real" early modern man: the paterfamilias.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance will make you to be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Brenda Gregg:

This The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity,
and Castration in the Italian Renaissance without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration
in the Italian Renaissance can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Matthew Dealba:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity,
Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance can give you a lot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps
your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let's have The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian
Renaissance.

Carla Helton:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book The
Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance we can acquire more



advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance. You can
more inviting than now.
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