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Strange as it sounds, during the 1870s and 1880s, America’s most popular spectator sport wasn’t baseball,
football, or horseracing—it was competitive walking. Inside sold-out arenas, competitors walked around dirt
tracks almost nonstop for six straight days (never on Sunday), risking their health and sanity to see who
could walk the farthest—more than 500 miles. These walking matches were as talked about as the weather,
the details reported in newspapers and telegraphed to fans from coast to coast. This long-forgotten sport,
known as pedestrianism, spawned America’s first celebrity athletes and opened doors for immigrants,
African Americans, and women. But along with the excitement came the inevitable scandals, charges of
doping and insider gambling, and even a riot in 1879. Pedestrianism chronicles competitive walking’s
peculiar appeal and popularity, its rapid demise, and its enduring influence.

Strange as it sounds, during the 1870s and 1880s, America’s most popular spectator sport wasn’t baseball,
boxing, or horseracing—it was competitive walking. Inside sold-out arenas, competitors walked around dirt
tracks almost nonstop for six straight days (never on Sunday), risking their health and sanity to see who
could walk the farthest—500 miles, then 520 miles, and 565 miles! These walking matches were as talked
about as the weather, the details reported from coast to coast.

This long-forgotten sport, known as pedestrianism, spawned America’s first celebrity athletes and opened
doors for immigrants, African Americans, and women. The top pedestrians earned a fortune in prize money
and endorsement deals. But along with the excitement came the inevitable scandals, charges of
doping—coca leaves!—and insider gambling. It even spawned a riot in 1879 when too many fans showed up
at New York’s Gilmore’s Garden, later renamed Madison Square Garden, and were denied entry to a widely
publicized showdown.

Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America’s Favorite Spectator Sport chronicles
competitive walking’s peculiar appeal and popularity, its rapid demise, and its enduring influence, and how
pedestrianism marked the beginning of modern spectator sports in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

John Bennett:

This Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk
Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was
America's Favorite Spectator Sport can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Pedestrianism: When
Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport having very good arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Karen Horton:

Here thing why that Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was
America's Favorite Spectator Sport giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was
America's Favorite Spectator Sport. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk
Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport in e-book can be your substitute.

Stephanie Gilley:

The book untitled Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport is
the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Pedestrianism: When Watching
People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Jennifer Buster:

This Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator Sport is great guide for
you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to



make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we
can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Pedestrianism: When Watching People Walk Was America's Favorite Spectator
Sport in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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