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Beginning with America’s first newspaper, investigative reporting has provided journalism with its most
significant achievements and challenging controversies. Yet it was an ill-defined practice until the 1960s
when it emerged as a potent voice in newspapers and on television news programs. In The Evolution of
American Investigative Journalism, James L. Aucoin provides readers with the first comprehensive history
of investigative journalism, including a thorough account of the founding and achievements of Investigative
Reporters and Editors (IRE).

Aucoin begins by discussing in detail the tradition of investigative journalism from the colonial era through
the golden age of muckraking in the 1900s, and into the 1960s. Subsequent chapters examine the genre’s
critical period from 1960 to 1975 and the founding of IRE by a group of journalists in the 1970s to promote
investigative journalism and training methods. Through the organization’s efforts, investigative journalism
has evolved into a distinct practice, with defined standards and values.

Aucoin applies the social-moral development theory of Alasdair MacIntyre—who has explored the function,
development, and value of social practices—to explain how IRE contributed to the evolution of American
investigative journalism. Also included is a thorough account of IRE’s role in the controversial Arizona
Project. After Arizona Republic reporter Don Bolles (a founding member of IRE) was murdered while
investigating land fraud, scores of reporters from around the country descended on the area to continue his
work. The Arizona Project brought national attention and stature to the fledgling IRE and was integral to its
continuing survival.

Emerging investigative reporters and editors, as well as students and scholars of journalism history, will
benefit from the detailed presentation and insightful discussion provided in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Lopez:

The book The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Evolution of American Investigative Journalism to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open up and read a guide The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Geneva Milbourn:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Evolution of American
Investigative Journalism to read.

Michael Marx:

The reserve with title The Evolution of American Investigative Journalism posesses a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Kirk Nutter:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Evolution of American Investigative Journalism will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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