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Can a disease be an idea? A theory? Does disease exist without a patient to suffer from it?

In Lovers and Livers, Jacalyn Duffin provides a lively overview of the ideas around disease. She introduces
philosophical theories of disease and delves into the history of two distinct afflictions - one old, one new -
which serve as examples to show how applying theory can uncover surprising aspects of the medical past
and present. Written with humour and compassion, and using poignant examples from Duffin's own clinical
experience, Lovers and Livers is based on a series of public lectures and innovates by utilizing audience
participation and a wide variety of sources including art, poetry, literature, medical journals, newspapers.

Duffin's first example of a disease concept - the now possibly defunct disease of Lovesickness - had its
origins in the poetry of antiquity and its demise in twentieth-century scepticism, but Duffin argues that it
may not be as passé as is generally thought. The second example is the new disease Hepatitis C. Duffin
demonstrates that it too stems from ancient tradition and that it has been shaped by discoveries in virology
and recent tragedies in transfusion medicine, as well as by legislators, journalists, and patients.

In any given time and place, coherent concepts of disease emerge from combining social, cultural, legal, and
scientific preoccupations with current epistemological priorities about what constitutes clear thinking. Lovers
and Livers will be of special interest to scholars of history, philosophy, and medicine, as well as many
others.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Lovers and Livers:
Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Debra Davis:

The book untitled Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go
through.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Lovers and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman
Lectures). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Willie Batres:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the book Lovers
and Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures) we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Lovers and
Livers: Disease Concepts in History (Joanne Goodman Lectures). You can more appealing than now.
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